
Questions on the letter of Romans 

24.jan-14 

1) 1:16-2:29: What is the main message Paul gives in chapter 1 and 2, that naturally leads to the 

question following in chapter 3 (3,1 and again in 3,9)?  

 

2) 2:9: Why does Paul say that "there will be distress..." first for the Jew, and then for the gentile? 

Why this ordering of first and then? Also seen in 1:16. 

 

3) 3:1-6 and 9: In these verses Paul says that it certainly is an advantage to be a Jew. 

a) Why so, and in particular; what does he actually mean by writing verse 6?! 

b) How does all this relate to verse 9, where the question is raised again? 

 

4) 3:21-31: In 1:16 and 17 Paul says that a righteousness from God is revealed in the gospel he is 

preaching. In 3:21 he picks up on this again. 

a) How can we, as gentiles, be counted righteous in the sight of God? 

b) Why do you think Paul brings up the matter that is brought up in 3:7-8? 

 

5) 4:1-25: Until now Paul has stripped both Jews and Gentiles of any wishful boasting -- everybody 

falls short of God's standard. Then he establishes the righteousness from God (3:21,22) through 

Christ. In chapter 4, he naturally, after having condemned Jews as well as Gentiles, questions the 

righteousness of Abraham himself (the forefather of all Jews). 

a) On what grounds does Paul establish Abraham as righteous in the sight of God? 

b) On what grounds does this righteousness apply also to gentiles? (the merciless steady flow of 

time might prohibit it, but a comparison with Galatians 3 might be very clarifying!) 

 

  



My suggested answers 

1) 1:16-2:29: What is the main message Paul gives in chapter 1 and 2, that naturally leads to the 

question following in chapter 3 (3,1 and again in 3,9)?  

Suggestion:  

Throughout chapter 1 and 2 (1:16-2:29) Paul shows that Gentiles and Jews alike fall short of 

Gods righteousness. To me Paul seems to focus mainly on mankind in general, and Gentiles 

in particular, until 2:16. From here on he shifts his attention to the Jews, who had the law 

(knew the will of God, see 2:17-18), and shows that they are of no better standing. The 

discussion ends with the clear idea that the one who truly does the will of God is a true Jew -- 

not the one who has the law in written code. The question naturally arises, then, whether 

there at all is any advantage in having the law and the circumcision, like the Jews had. 

 

2) 2:9: Why does Paul say that "there will be distress..." first for the Jew, and then for the gentile? 

Why this ordering of Jews and Gentiles? Also seen in 1:16. 

Suggestion:  

Again; the Jews had the law, that is; they knew the will of God. Therefore it is not strange to 

think that God would punish them harder if they did not obey his will (which they knew). 

Likewise they would be the first ones to be rewarded, if they not only knew the will of God, 

but also lived accordingly. 

 

3) 3:1-6 and 9: In these verses Paul says that it certainly is an advantage to be a Jew. 

a) Why so, and in particular; what does he actually mean by writing verse 6?! 

b) How does all this relate to verse 9, where the question is raised again? 

Suggestion: I am not so sure that I have gotten everything in this section. However, here is 

what I have been thinking so far: 

i) First of all the will of God (v.1) was confided to them; they knew the very will of God 

himself, and could therefore please him. I believe that verse 6 is referring back to verse 

1. Paul is saying that: "How could God possibly judge mankind (righteously) if he didn't 

first reveal his will to us. So therefore he did reveal his will. And how did he do so? By the 

law, which was given to the Jews. 

ii) In 3:1, Paul uses the word perissos for "advantage", whereas in verse 9, he uses the word 

proechō. I have not been looking much into the meaning of the words, but I guess this 

serves to give an indication that the wording might not have occurred as similar to the 

Greek reader, as does it in my Norwegian Bible. Anyhow, I think the point Paul is trying to 

make, is that although it clearly is an advantage to know the will of God (v.1) and to have 

the honor of being in a covenant with him, it still doesn't leave you with a better standing 

in front of God than those who doesn't know God's will (v.9). How so? Because you will 

not be keeping it all, which leaves you unrighteous before God, like the others, who 

didn't even know His will, and thus didn't keep it. 

 

4) 3:21-31: In 1:16 and 17 Paul says that a righteousness from God is revealed in the gospel he is 

preaching. In 3:21 he picks up on this again. 

a) How can we be counted as righteous in the sight of God today (v.28)? 

b) Why do you think Paul brings up the matter that is brought up in 3:7-8? 

Suggestion: v28 



i) Paul has thoroughly been explaining that no one, not even the Jews who by the law knew 

the will of God, were able to actually obey His will. Therefore he maintains that "a man is 

justified by faith apart from observing the law." 

ii) If it is true that the church in Rome had been going on for some time without any Jews 

present (remember that the Jews were expelled from Rome for some time), it is quite 

understandable if some controversy arose as the Jews slowly diffused back, finding that 

the Gentile Christians did not observe the Mosaic law as they did themselves. No matter 

what the reasons were, though, it seems like certain people were accusing Paul of 

preaching that we should sin. Because; when we sin, God gives grace, which in turn 

causes us to honor God for the grace that he gives. Logically, then: The more we sin, the 

more God is being honored. I believe that Paul brings this matter up as a heresy that he 

wants to kill by its roots. Paul did by no means say that we should be careless and go on 

sinning. This is crystal clear from e.g. 2:7, and I am sure a dozen of other places! 

 

5) 4:1-25: Until now Paul has stripped both Jews and Gentiles of any wishful boasting -- everybody 

falls short of God's standard. Then he establishes the righteousness from God (3:21,22) through 

Christ. In chapter 4, he naturally, after having condemned Jews as well as Gentiles, questions the 

righteousness of Abraham himself (the forefather of all Jews). 

a) On what grounds does Paul establish Abraham as righteous in the sight of God? 

b) On what grounds does this righteousness apply also to gentiles? (the merciless, constant flow 

of time might prohibit it, but a comparison with Galatians 3 might be very clarifying here, as I 

see it!) 

 

Suggestion: v28 

i) Paul says that Abraham was counted as righteous because of his faith -- not because he 

observed a law and deserved it. Be aware, however, that this of course does not mean 

that the faith that saves us will not cause us to have works. On the contrary -- look to 

Abraham: The faith that he had, caused him to do all kinds of actions to obey God. He 

even was ready to sacrifice his only begotten son! That is real faith: A life full of works 

as a result of faith. 

ii) Paul argues that the faith of Abraham was credited to him as righteousness while he was 

still uncircumcised (4:10). Through this Paul shows that righteousness through faith in 

Jesus as Christ, was always meant to be available for everybody, regardless of whether 

one was born Jew or not. Further on this is reasoned beyond any doubt in Galatians 3, 

where Paul shows that original covenant was the one given to Abraham by faith, and not 

the covenant of circumcision, which was given to the Jews. Read Galatians and see for 

yourself -- it is quite remarkable what he writes there! 

 

"What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the covenant 

previously established by God and thus do away with the promise." 

(Gal.3:17) 

 


